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THE BABYLONIAN EQUATIONS FOR SYRIA 

By J. Dyneley Prince 

Columbia University 

Professor A. T. Clay, in his Amurru, the Home of the Northern 
Semites, has discussed at length the meaning of the terms MAR-TU 
and Amurru used in the Babylonian literature to denote Syria, 
arriving at the conclusion (1) that MAR-TU''' means "the land of 
the sunset " = " setting of the sun-god," viz., MAR=mar = "IMS ; 
rC; m« + TU = er^bu, "enter," "set" {op. cit.,95); and (2) that 
Amurru is formed from the same stem Ti>i""l1>i with the a-vowel 
changed to u under the influence of the labial m (amur from 
a mar, op. dt., 104-5). 

It is unnecessary to comment on the change from m to w, as 
this is a well-known phenomenon and, moreover, it has long been 
known that Amurru, "Amorite land," was transcribed "lllS^ in sev- 
eral Aramaean reference notes on clay tablets {Bab.Exped.,'S.,7S.). 
The question at issue is as to whether the mar in MAR-TU = 
A-mur-ru (II. R. 50, iii/iv, 57-59 et passim) originally contained 
the element 11i< for the light or the sun-god's name, as Clay believes, 
and if so, whether MAR-TU could have any other meaning in Baby- 
lonian than "setting of Mar" (= sun-god). 

It will be observed that Amurru=Syria occurs in the inscrip- 
tions equated with six equivalents : (1) A-mur-ru=a-ri, M.5328; 
(2) =KUR MAR-TU'^' (loc. cit.); (3) =MAR'^', V. R. 46. 22cd; (4) 
= ideogr. BURBUR, M.5327; (5) =Ti-id-num (loc. cit.); (6) 

= KUR GIR-GIR (loc. cit.). 

Of these, the first a-ri certainly supports Clay's view {op. cit., 
204) that the mar-mur element ="1'1S; ^1, which is further con- 
firmed by his comparison of proper names compounded with A m a r - 
Amur- (op. cit., Index, 209, and especially on the name M a r d u k , 
116 ff.). I may also add the equation ar = AR=namaru, "shine," 
B.9425, which is apparently an association with mar in its evident 
sense of light. With regard to MAR-TU, the discussion is more 
complicated, because MAR-TU has three meanings in Babylonian; 
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viz., (1) =Amurru (as above); (2) =abubu, "storm," "flood," 
M.4136; F.2994; evidently from 'iMAR-TU=Adad ( = IM) sa 
abubi, "A. of the storm flood" (ef. Jastrow, Religion, II, 39; 76: 
Amurru=lM, "lord of the mountains"); and (3) MAR-TU = 
kam£iru, "overthrow," M.4138. The meanings "storm" and 
"overthrow" are clearly allied. We may also note MAR-TE = 
ab^ibu, B.5833M M.4150, with the well-known change of m to e 
between Eme-Ku and Eme-Sal in Sumerian, as in tu-xu=te-xu = 
s u m m a t u , "dove. " There is no doubt that MAR-TTJ is a Sume- 
rian combination used ideographically with the value Amurru, as 
we find MAR-TU-a m = Amurra-am, Rec. de Tablettes, 124, Plate 
57, rev. col. i. In II. R. 35, 19: (MAR)-TU-u is undoubtedly to 
be read Amurru-u. The equation of MAR-TU with IM = A d a d 
seems to indicate that the god of the West was a storm-deity as well 
as a light-god, or else, that the Babylonians associated the com- 
bination MAR-TU with the storm, an idea which in itself is closely 
connected with the solar cult. This M AR-TU = " storm " probably 
gave rise to the common combination a-ma-tu = ab<ibu, a 
popular word-picture, punning on MAR-TU.' 

Analyzing MAR-TU, we find mar = MAR and the cognate 
Eme-Ku: gar (=mar)=GAR (SA) with frequent synonyms, deriv- 
able from the storm or flood idea. Thus, mar(MAR) =equ, "wind," 
"twist," M.4122; =urbatum (ci-e-tum), "vermin," M.4134 
("twisting," "twining creatures"); =tultu, "worm," M.4134 
(same idea); =es6ru, "tie; bind," M.4121 (from "twist"); = 
xasu, "bind tightly" (Z6.51),M.4125; =nadii, "destroy," "pull 
down," M.4129; =raxacu, "flood," B.5818; pataru, "split," 
"open," B.5817; saxatu , "destroy," M.4131; =saq£lsu, "dev- 
astate," M.4132; =nas£ixu, "tear away," B.5816; =sal<i, 
"throw off," F.2295 (mar-ra); =malu, "fill," M.4127; and sec- 
ondarily =nixu, "be fat," M.4128. The cognate Eme-Ku: gar 

' A-mX-th =ab(lbu ; literally means "water [a] enter [tu] ship [mX]," written 
paronomastically with mX =elippu. Note that a-mA-ru = abflbu, M. 11435. is even 
nearer in form to MAR-TU and, although written with the ship-sign, contains the mab 
(light)-element. The equation mar-te = ispatu, "quiver" (for arrows), M.4151, 
stands on the same paronomastic footing with (SU) a-ma-th = iSpatu, Senn., VI. 56. 
only in this case, the har is not the light har, but the mar seen in narlcabtu, "chariot," 
B. 10224. In both mar = narkabtu and MAR=ispatu we have the mar ="inclosure," 
"receptacle," MSL. 232. 
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(mar) = GAR (S A) also shows the meanings raxdcu, saxatu, 
nasdxu, pataru, all cited MSL, 232, with the additional equa- 
tion: sar&qu, "bestow," probably from the idea "pour" in 
raxacu, "flood." GAR = labanu, "lay down," is probably 
from another GAR-word=libittu , "brick," B.11189.* 

It is clear that none of the above meanings can be derived from 
the primary meaning of mar-gar which is undoubtedly s a k a n u , 
"make," "arrange," "establish," "place," MSL, 232. This sense 
is seen in compounds, as HT, 119, 14: dur (KU) mar-a-an = 
usib; lit. "he makes [mar] a sitting" (IV. R. 12, 7), mar[gar] 
being used like the Turkish etmek in compounds. B.5812, in connec- 
tion with this passage, is inaccurate, as it assigns the value asabu, 
"dwell," to the MAR-sign. Note also that ki-mar-ra = s u b t u , 
"dwelling," B.9743: lit., "the making of a place" (ki), so that 
MAR in MAR-TU might readily mean m a s k a n u . 

It will be clear from the above that MAR-TU could have been 
understood, by the later Babylonians at least, in two senses, i.e., as 
"the sun-god's setting-place" with Clay, and also as mask an 
er^bi, "place of setting " = " West " (cf. Haupt in Cong, of Orien- 
talists, Part III, 29, Berlin, 1882, commenting on IM-MAR-TU, 
"west-wind"). The element TU = tu = erebu, "enter," "set" 
(of the sun), also = u-RU = subtu , "dwelling," CT, XII, 11,25a. 
This is a well-known Sumerian vocable, cognate with tus =a s a b u , 
"dwell," B. 10515; dur (durun) asabu, B.10523; DUL=asabu, 
B.9579, and ridu, "beget," "enter sexually," B.9586; dul = 
katamu, "cover," B.9582; du, "open," "penetrate," MSL, 86- 
87; TUR = er^bu, "enter," B.1072. Note also the significant 
equation Marduk='*TU-TU, B.1082, "the god of the sunset or 
West," which further confirms Clay's view that MAR-TU contains 
a reference to the light-god of the West. F.546, tu =a b ti b u , with 
value u-RU, is also an association with MAR-TU = abubu , and 
a confusion between the URU-sign, B.909, and the very similar 
GiSGAL-sign=mexu , "flood," "inundation." The -tu in sutu 
has no connection here as this is a feminine ending of s ti (cf . KB, 
VI, 239, n. ll=Heb. nSlTT (thus Haupt; cf. also Muss-Arnolt, 
Lexicon, s.v. stitu). 

» See MSL, s.v. mak, and especially s.v. gar, 126. 
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It is highly likely that there exists in MAR-TU, as in so many 
cases in the involved development of the later syllabaries,' a 
double entente. I must agree with Clay that the name M a r = "lli^ 
was used in the West for the solar deity, as this idea is supported by 
the equation MAR*", "land of IIX." The many equations cited 
above of equivalents to mab[gar] connected with the storm idea 
seem to be Babylonian, which would certainly imply that this con- 
ception of the sun-god MAR-TU may not have been of western 
origin, or, at any rate, that it was developed extensively in the 
Babylonian religious thought. None of these storm meanings is 
derivable from the primary sense of mar[gab], "make," "establish," 
nor are they to be accounted for by the tone theory, because they 
are too numerous. They are plainly all derived from the storm 
aspect of ^MAR-TU. 

It is clear also that there is a further paronomastic association 
between MAR and AMAR = ZUR = buru, B.9068, "young creature." 
A-MAR as a noun means literally "creature," i.e., A=abstract idea 
-|-MAR, "make," "create." Amar is found in its normal sense = 
kunnu, MSL, 31, "care for," "arrange" (passim), buf we find its 
association with the same idea as that seen in MAR-TU = a b u b u , 
"flood," and "destroy" in the equation dakii, "slaughter," because 
amar was also applied to the god M a r d u k = Amar-utu-ki (in this 
case AMAR='^1S, Clay, op. cit., 95); and cognately, to some bale- 
ful star: MUL Amar-utu-k[i], II. R. 57, 45a (Z.4, 1, 265, n. 2). This 
ZUR=AMAR is also equated with Mabad, B.9066, and with Marad- 
DA, B.9078. Even Amab-utuk = M a r d u k is capable of a double 
rendering, as it can mean "[the western] Amab is UTU-K[i]"="the 
sun of the land" =S a m a s , II. R. 48, 34a. Amab-utuk can also be 
read "the offspring [AMAR = b(iru] of Sam as!" The phonetic 
form Mar-duk, I. 45, 356, is possibly merely an abbreviation of 
Amar-utuk[i]. This utu-ki must be distinguished from utug = 
utukku, "the incubus demon," which is the abstract u--|-tuk, 
" possess "=" the deity of possession" in the subjective sense. 
Note that the same sign = GiDiM, B.11306=ekimmu, "the snatch- 
ing demon" (Gi=cabatu, "snatch," "seize," MSL, 144-|-dim 

' See MSL, passim, for the artificial and arbitrary character of the later Sumerian 
classiflcation. 
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[gim], "make," viz., "make a snatching," a compound similar to 
those used with gar = GAR [SA] cited above). 

The ideogram BURBUR (1) =Tidnu=Amurr u, also with 
value ARi (see above); (2)=Akkadii with value u-ri, "city," 
par excellence here; (3)=Urtu with value Tilla (god-name). 
The same ideogram with Gis-=the plant names appatan, M. 
5331; cinnatan, value uri, M.5332; cirratan, with value 
Gis-URi, M.5333. 

Here again there must be a paronomastic association of the 
syllable ur-; ar- which suggested the application of this ideogram to 
three widely differing localities and to plant-names. Ari was a 
name ofAmurru. Akkadu was the uru, " city," and the syllable 
UR occurs in Urtu (Urartu) "Armenia." The u-ri (gis-uri) for 
the plant names was used, because Ninib was called uru =<*PIN and 
URU = PIN er^su, "plant," B.1023. There were several UR-words 
in Sumerian, probably distinguished by tones, viz., uru = ur, " curse," 
perhaps paronomasia from Sem. ardr u; uri (Eme-Sal: eri), "city"; 
uru, "person," and uru, "plant" and "Ninib," the latter possibly 
being associated with "^MAR, as Ninib appears prominently in the 
westland. Clay suggests (by letter) that the association of BURBUR 
in the above equation with plant-names may refer to the plants as 
being products from Amurru, but why not equally reasonably 
Akkad or Urtu products? It is difficult to follow Clay in his 
identification of the "ilK; ^K syllable with every name he cites 
(op. cit, 119, n. 2) as containing this element. It seems possible 
that urkarinnu and perhaps some other product and produce 
names may contain the "lIH element. Argamannu, however, 
which is in his list of "Amurru- words," is more likely to be Indo- 
Germanic from the same stem as Sanskrit raga, "red" {BA, I, 507; 
Z^, II, 367). 

It is quite hopeless to attempt to find a cognate relation between 
T i d n u and the Egyptian R t n w , as Jensen tried to do {ZA , X, 345) , 
because the initial r of Rtnw is certain from many passages, nor 
does the -d- of Tidnu agree with Egyptian / = Semitic 22 or 123. 
Haupt refers Rtnw to a supposed form, ")Tp''b from 123^b, Judg. 
18:7; 27:29, following Max Mtiller's similar comparison of Rtnw 
with "ilTB? , which Miiller has long since abandoned. None of these 
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conjectures seems satisfactory. Tidnu (Tidanu) is the name 
of a Syrian mountain mentioned by Gudea (Thureau-Dangin, 
Konigsinschr., 70, 6, 13), together with another peak, Ba-sal-la 
(Clay: Sub-sal-la). Both are called xar-sag MAR-TU-ta, 
"mountain[s] of Syria." Tidnu was undoubtedly applied later to 
all Syria, as in Gimil-Sin's allusion to the wall bAd MAR-TU called 
Muriq-Tidnim, "that which keeps back Tidnu" = "Syria" 
(Konigsinschr., 234; CT, XXXII, Plate 6, No.l03354, lines 20-22, 
a more complete duplicate of which is in the Public Library in New 
York'). The equation Tidnu =GiR-GiR = Amurru, 11.50, 49; 
59, can be explained by the double meaning belonging to the syllable 
GiR, gathered, MSL, 148-51, from all the signs with GiR-value, viz., 
(1) GiR = patru, "dagger," and hence=baraqu, "lighten" (with 
the dagger sign; from the forked lightning); =uggu, F.4499, 
probably from Sumerian ug, "snake" (cf. zuqaqipu, "scorpion," 
B.6956), and hence, paronomastically=agagu, "be angry"; (2) 
from the idea "sharp," "lightning," "storm," gir was applied to 
light in general, as in M.6977; F.4495=Samas and cognate ideas 
of light, as namaru, "be bright," whence namru, B.9187, 
"bright," and nuru, F.4493; and punningly = nimr u, "tiger" 
(cf. labbu, M.9946). 

The equation gir-gir = T i d n u probably also has a double sense : 

(1) "sharp," "pointed," referring to the mountainous character of 
the country in Syria (cf. above the god Amurru = "lord of the 
mountains"; <'GiR=GiR=sa sadi, CT, XXIV, 42; 89-94; and 

(2) GIR = " lightning," as just shown. Perhaps Tidnu meant 
"high peak" in the pre-Semitic language of the West. We can 
certainly not as yet derive Tidnu from Semitic, Sumerian, or Elam- 
itic. Note that <'MAR-TU = sa Stiti, "god of the storm," and 
S a m a s , M.6977 ; F.4495. The ideographic gir-gir could there- 
fore mean, in all probability, "mountainous land," and at the same 
time indicate the light idea contained in A m u r r u . 

To sum up. Of the six equations for Amurru, all except 
Tidnu are capable of direct or indirect association with the light- 

I The New York duplicate of CT, XXXII, Plate 6, fllls out the mutilated lines 7-8 
with the epithets: isib (ME) an-na ux-me Su-lig-lig, "priest of heaven, the mighty 
anointed one," applied to Gimil-Sin. On the god-name Zaqqar of this inscription, see 
Prince, AJSL, 1913, 284-87. 
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idea, but their identification in this connection is so involved with 
the principal of indiscriminate arbitrary association, peculiar to the 
Sumerian syllabary, that the combinations MAR-TU and gir-gir 
each show secondary meanings, evidently developed in Babylonia. 



